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Kaunitz dissuaded her from making herself and the
Chastity Commission quite so ridiculous.

Immorality was, of course, made more interesting
and more exciting when Maria Theresa began to be
actively concerned with the morals of her countrymen
and women. The public was extremely interested in the
activities of her morality policemen, and good citizens,
who led dull and exemplary lives, listened eagerly to
the gossip about the sinners who had been caught.

Immorality became popular, and men and women
courageous enough to live as they chose ran the risk of
serious punishments, and their sinfulness seemed heroic
to simple citizens. Secret organisations, the names of
which indicate the predilections of their members, were
founded. Many members of the aristocracy joined these
clubs under assumed pseudonyms. The Feigenbruder-
schaft, the Fig Leaf Brotherhood, and the Freidamenorden,
the Order of Free Ladies, were the best known.

Once when, after a raid by the police, members of
the Fig Leaf Brotherhood were caught, Maria Theresa
ordered them to be posted, manacled, at the gates of
Vienna, where they would, so she hoped, be jeered at
by the population. They were to be dependent on the
food which pitying passers-by would give them. Her
severe measures were not, however, a success, for the
public obviously felt more pity than contempt for these
prisoners, who were given plenty of food and a great
deal of sympathy. Maria Theresa never inflicted this
form of punishment again on any of the culprits caught
by her agents*

If Maria Theresa's sometimes ridiculous and always
cruel persecution of immorality was indeed her reaction
to Francis's tuofaithfulness, and she hoped to reform
him as well as her subjects, her efforts were not a success.